San Manuel Indian Bingo & Casino
Highland, CA

The San Manuel Indian Bingo & Casino includes a two-story, mission
style, 480,000-square-foot casino, bingo hall, three specialty
restaurants, buffet, sports bar, back-of-house space, central plant; a
pedestrian bridge with moving walkways; and a seven-story, 1,190-
space parking structure and one-story, 450-space, below-grade valet
garage.

The architectural character of the facility contains many sections of
sloping roof arcades, coupled with an abundance of stone veneer.
There are hints of the tribe’s cultural motifs articulated in the paving
patterns in the arcades and in the glass etching of the various entry
doors. Exterior night lighting was subdued to be in context with the
surrounding residential neighborhoods.

The project’s primary purpose was to improve the work environment
for its employees and also provide new amenities for patrons based
upon their specific requests to provide a more comfortable and
enjoyable facility. The tribe also wanted to improve pedestrian safety
and pedestrian and vehicular access to the reservation. The project’s
focus was to enhance the existing bingo and casino facilities; integrate
critical parking facilities for tribal land use; improve casino and
restaurant facilities for patrons and provide a meeting area for tribal
and community events. More importantly, the project was a positive
economic impact to the City and County of San Bernadino.

Project Design and Construction Challenges

The site of the new San Manuel Indian Bingo & Casino posed a humber
of construction challenges. The reservation is in close proximity to
residential properties on two sides, a flood control channel, and a large
pressure water line serving San Bernardino.

In an effort to improve traffic flow and mitigate parking congestion,
Perini built a multi-level cast-in-place concrete parking structure with
1,290 parking spaces.

The site conditions allowed space for the casino, but the six-story
parking structure had to be located about 500-feet away on the
opposite side of the flood control channel. Perini built a 425-foot long
enclosed pedestrian bridge that safely and efficiently transports people



to and from the casino and parking garage. The bridge has four
moving walkways and allows guests to enter the casino without
crossing the street. The parking garage opened in advance of the
casino.

Other steps taken to reduce potential traffic problems included building
three new parking lots before starting on the new casino. The lots also
increased safety on site. The lots were located so employees and
visitors could bypass construction.

The tribe worked closely with Perini and other consultants to ensure
there was minimal impact on its neighbors throughout construction.

Safety

The original casino remained opened during construction. In addition
to San Manuel employees and hundreds of daily visitors, at the peak of
construction there were approximately 1,000 craftspeople working.
Perini had two full-time safety engineers on the job. The tribe’s risk-
management department staff employed five full-time safety
employees on site.



